From: "Richard Palmer" <railroad@twcny.rr.com>
To: <cayuga@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2011 10:05 PM

Subject: History of Cayuga Bridge and Free Bridge (later Routes 5 & 20 bridge over Seneca River)

Bernie,
This is a very interesting, in-depth account about "Free

Bridge" and Cayuga Bridge" from the

Geneva Times, April 30, 1921. | thought you might wish to post it on your website.

Dick Palmer
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uga Outlet and the Ntigatien with the
Cayuga Hridge Company, The Times
o Indebied to 0. M. B, Hawley, local
i|umu-hn. who has made the extensive
resegrches necesspry (o uncarth all
,ﬂ I::.-.I_I.- herein  sol — lorth —Editor’s
1 ._

i

—

Bevernl years mge the State estab-
lished & ferry across Uayugs lake At

swarmp. The reboilding of this rosd
and the Free Hridge revived consider-
able Interest at the time in the his-
wry of the bridge and why, as & pub=
|""" ihoroughfar® g should bs distin-
pulshed by the word “Frea.™

" There have appearcd of late seéveral
articles upon (he subject, which, from
aMirtlal records, do nJot elther fully or
Elﬂ'ﬂl‘ln'l-'l'hr disclose the real history of
[thls pemarkabls snterprise, Buol Inas-

!!unlnr eaplanation Is given, rather to
= | préesmrve ihe malerial than to snter
Uinbiy mrgumment with those who have
heretotore writien upon the subject, ua
it s of more ithan passing interesi Lo
the Inbabliawts of Aadjeining counties.
The oficial reécords are therefore re-
ferred to that thess who are inlerest-
il may examing them.
- The original Act of Inoofporalion of
the Cayuga Bridge Company, was
[ passed by Chapter 08 of the Laws of
fl'II-T and the instituilon began lts oor-
porate Llife, March ZEth, 1797, Unlike
all other acta of Incorporation tha
Legislatore enicted ""That this act ba
and & hereby declared to be a public
uct, and shall e construed benimgly
and favornbly for every beneficial pur-
poie herein  intended,

The act contalong many conditions,
amiong which was & corporaie exisg-
ence of twenty-five years. There were
np caclusive rlghla orF privileges
grantad @mnd the charier was (o la
furfeited unless the bridge was com-
pleted within thres years The com-
pany was granted the right to seleot
the lormtlon mcross the Lake or the
Hitlet. —The tmportanre of this TFage
In apprecialed 1o TS any 08 The omly
eonnecling link to the Geneses Coun=
Iry, With Geneva ad the gnieway.

The Manhattan Company, n scheme
of Awron Hurr, had been incorporated,
primarily to construct a  evelem  of
walter works for New York Cliy, bat
by an ingenlous “joker™ in the hill was
permifted o not only engage in other
publla works but by disguise of 1he
| purposs to bocome s banking institu-
— |tion which fancileon HBurr and his as-
= poulate had been denled but which

(was later judicially sustained and Ia
known In the history of the banking
Il:-l' the Bimte asn “"Durr's Bank.™

el werin dlhle
I1:|'Il" bridge Tannot be oW sECeruEined
hiil early data ahow (hat If was con-
stiructed by that compiany, which had
| purchased a large porilon of {he stock.
' U'nable to complete the bridge with-
Jn the statutory tima the Company Lp-
plisd 1o the Leoglslature to permit an
|Inereased caplialization and an extan-
‘Eion of time and for “exo priv-
ileges, Acoordingly by the Act  of
March Isi, 1798, Chapter 321, iha
corporale existence wan extended
ny

[te T8 years, the capital lncreansd, M
}-u.m-nﬂg-m

»
coanpletion ahd  sxclusive

privilegas

wt_ dulnE the constructlon of

much an the daia s at hand (he fol-
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ernled but conpected the company
bridge and not the Fres Bridgs, which
had pot been built. In 1826, however,
the wsiorm n hroke over the com-
munlly and a bridgs was propossd (o
e locaied 8§ miles ond 1§ rods north
if the lake bridge and but one mile
norih ' of the company’'s ootlet bridga.
Injunction Obtained

The necessary funds were ralsed and
the contruct for the Free Bridge was
Iet and the bridge under construction
when the Cayuga Fridgs Company ob-
tained an Injunction claiming that the
thres-mille Hmlt applled as well to ihe
north bridgs, thos attempting o #n-
lurge the exclusive territory to § miles
inatcad of § milea,

The Free Hridge was started In 1826
and [n February of the same year the
Cayugn Bridge Company filed a. bill
in Chancery and obiained an Injunc-
tlen, The materlnls were all on the
ground hut the jitigatlon was extend-
&d over A period of nearly four years,
@nd until the Injunction was dissolved
|In April 1830. The elated cltizens ot
offeg—arslsted —in—the completion, @nd
tha operel grd peady for
jumé just prior o the d4th of July, 1830,
\Opensd With Elaberats Caremorniss

On this oceaslon [Wo greai evenis
wers gelobrated, Natlodal Independ-
enne and the opening of tha Frea
Hri a ceremonles were held
upon the bridgs wilh prayers, and (he
reading of the final decislon of the
court by the orator of the day to more
than 2500 people, who had assembled
o eclehrate the wictory. 1 nabasked
by the decislon the Cayuga Hrtdn|
Company appealsd the cass but the
Buperior Court afrmed the declsion
‘and (hus the litigation ended,

ol w ol P
fram (his bridgeeast and weny through
the awam bt from references ik
wre found that it wis part of the Han-
nigter Road, no doubt the charter of
the Junlus Turnpiks Company with

Ivilegen Lo extend to the outlet
ridge completed the road from Dutch-
&r'm Corners &t tha top of tha hill.
where jt fo turmed, to Dumoni'a
on tha bhank of the Hrneca River, and
(Ahus o the outlst bridges of the Cay-
ugn Hildge Company which was locai-
1“":;;':“ '%HE

A Lo
connect the other bridge, e
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Fulln, and Jowfph  Annin  of
Geneva, well known as connected with
the Pulteney Estate, whn, with Ben-
Jamin Barton lald ool Geneva for Mr.
Willlamson, later living st  Cayuge,
bocoming  the frei Sheriff of Cayogn
| “i1ai ¥ E |

hridge ¥
May [#t, 1891, and |
mted untl] the winlep of 1806-8
it wina deatroyved by tha apring
jre. The comsirgcilon of the o
Ihrlﬂn wns upon_mad sillsa which

'from Utlea (o Canandalgua and hers,
in In all other He lmprovemenis,
|we find Charles Willlameon sh an in-
|corporator. The road and
campleled tranapariation
alane remalned uncared for untll 1804,
Mareh  Simt, 1804, ture
gEranted the sxclusive privilege of op-
erating silage coaches over Lhis road
fram [Ttlea 1o Canandalgus, for ihe
period of seven yeara, In thia gonneo-

been loft to us by the lats Gavin Law-
san Nicholas, son of Jobhn Nicholas,
wha [mmigraled te Oendva from
Hempetend, Virginia, by horse and
private stages in 1808, Fla »siailes,
[“The iwo stages were made st Hemp-
Hetead by thelr own from
'-Ih-nhr cut on the mwm
arvival In Qeneva were mald to Levi
!Eltﬂrﬂlﬂ and Jason Farker and ware
Fﬂ" oii ke Arst line of slages (o Al-
il oy ™
i| The invesimeni and risk werfe Freat
Fiin those days, bl as in most instances
"ol sxcliusive public privileges, (he re=-
ripienta of thess prerogatives phon he-
i | POl PErROTA non ta and the
t e aitemmt to p..l;'-:m.. nuﬂ
| These ploneers were no exception and
(| with unabeted peal the contest was
i waEged by ihe publie Interesi amainst
ihem uniil tha fAnal abandommeni of
the Lrifdge soon after TH50. Momopo-
llem were no more popular in  thoss
days than now,
New Bridge Over Oullst

Within & few months after iha ds-
wirnction of the bridgs n oaAlm wEN
selected about two miles north of Lhe
oripinal bridee, bul erossing the oul-
;-ml“ hﬂm:-.t:uu:-lm e
snma toll char PEa Fal
abandoned s Whs eSsET T :ﬂ

a8 the chariey provided that

I bridge was [mpassiils for 18

= ik i s s

Junu-n at the outlet

Avrordisg to the distancss gilven an
ihe Hargs Canal maps: the owtlet
was lomisd approximitely where tha
Mudlock on the old Sensca and Cay-
Sount for" i 10 14 190 ThE oud
té DMifmonts Bridge ﬁﬁi‘i’ﬁdtiﬁrﬁ%
Dorners af & later date to provide for |,
translenis Aafn both roads i

The toll houss referred to in the ||

usd artldle must have beén lo-
mt Muadlack
and mot at the Free . There |
miuEt have Been A& Foad fromm the Fres
Bridge west when completed and whils
A new subsiantsl Tosd ed 1t
im ¥RE5, wet It aoerma im ible that
thia Tridge should have conEld=

red surh & vietory for tl‘tm'ﬂv
:nu ﬂ'm :Hl had huph:m-l-l to
Ewamps (o

——
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Dulehers Cornsra.

tlon an Intercsting bit of history hes |

traverse the Impassible
The road referred (v s the Generad

of either but was them

plles may still be seen,

The destruction af the toll bridge at
Mudinely was wieloubtedly brought
about by the assumption by the state |
upord the construction of (he Benecs
and Cayugs Canal,

The troubles of the Cayuga BDridge
Company werd nof conflned te ihe

rights of the Cayugs Hridge
to croms upon the
aplninn wWaN e

on demand fosr the 6]l oFf I cepils
pakd ihe fes, bul broaghi "alt (o e
vovey hin guarter. The casc was par=

journay &t the fool of the bridgs t_'r:-|
- |
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