
Cayuga Republican, Auburn, N.Y. 

October 6, 1824 

 

Communication 

Mr. Editor, 

In your last, an article purporting to be a copy of the proceedings of a late meeting at Bucksville was 

published. At that meeting I had the honour of acting as secretary, but in consequence of the 

erroneous and hurried manner in which the business of that meeting was conducted, I felt unwilling 

to subscribe, for publication, the record which I then made. Of this circumstance the advantage was 

taken of altering and publishing the proceedings in a manner which I consider incorrect. 

The object of the meeting, as stated by a leading member, and as recorded at the time, was to take 

into consideration the propriety of changing the name of the Post-Office, which was that of Mentz, 

nothing being said or recorded relative to changing the name of the village. Agreeably to this 

delusive statement, a vote was taken, which in the opinion of the prime movers, virtually changed 

the name not only of the post-office, but of the village, although it was not so designed by at least a 

part of those who, without reflection, voted for the name of “Port Byron.” 

Now I am willing to allow, that should the Post Master General, sanction the new name, which is 

very questionable, it will in effect change the name of the village, although this result cannot with 

any degree of propriety be inferred from the true records of the meeting. Nor is it any more 

necessary that the name of the village should now be the same as that of the post-office, then it 

was heretofore. The name of the post-office has been Mentz; when at the same time, the name of 

the village was Bucksville. 

On the same principle, I cannot conceive why the name of “Bucksville,” which by the true records 

does not appear to be altered, may not be continued, and the name of “Port Byron” be adopted as 

the name of the post-office. This, it is true, might appear extremely ludicris but two names for 

reasons best known to the Post-Master, have formerly existed, and may with equal propriety now 

exist. Yet a remonstrance against the forced construction put upon the vote in question, has been 

drawn up and forwarded to the Post-Master-General. 

This remonstrance is subscribed by about sixty inhabitants of Bucksville and its immediate vicinity, 

recommending that the name of the post-office may be the same as the present name of the 

village, which will doubtless prove the best means of preventing that confusion of the mails of 

which just complaint has been made. 

 Yours, &ce. B.B. Drake 

(Just below was this: 

The name of the Post-Office at Mentz has been changed to that of Port Byron, by the Postmaster 

General - Roderick Matson, Esq., PM. 


