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THE HOME OF BRIGHAM YOUNG 

 

 
 

In Port Byron and the People of the Village Think That It Should Be Kept. 

                   _______ 

     The story of the early life of Brigham Young, the Mormon leader, has been recalled by the recent application of the 

townspeople of Port Byron, made to O. J. Coughlin of the Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern railroad, asking him go exert his 

influence towards having the old house built by Young used as one of their stations. 

    The house in question is situated immediately to the rear of Newkirk’s livery near the New Howard House. It is in the direct 

line  of the right of way of the Auburn & Northern at the junction of this and the Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern railroad. The 

people of Port Byron take a proprietary interest in this relic of their former citizen, whose career has interested the public 

generally.  

   It was in the year 1825 that Brigham Young came from Vermont yo live in Port Byron, at the time known as “Bucksville.”He 

obtained work in the Hayden Mills, manufacturers of paint, and soon became known as a “handy man.” It was always “hail 

fellow well met” with him and the number of his friends soon became late. There are still one or two of them who live in Port 

Byron and they all speak in the highest terms of their former friend. One of them is Lenold Ames, a man of more than 90 years, 

He will tell you of the time when he always called Young by the sobriquet of “Brig. Young had been at work in the mills for 

about a year when he met Marian Works, who was an employee of the same company. 

   They became good friends and it was not long before they were married. Some years later Young began to build a house, the 

picture of which is shown here for the first time, and is a great source of interest to those who come to Port Byron.  It was 

peculiar as compared to the other houses of the village, for the entrance was through the basement and but few people ever saw 

the rooms which were above. Thee was something mysterious about these and the villagers thought that they were of a curious 

nature. The theory is expressed by some that it was Young’s master mind which concocted the plans for the great hoax, the 



finding of the Bible at Manchester which set forth the Mormon creed. This was further substantiated by the fact that Young and 

his wife frequently made trips to the country about Palmyra and Manchester is only six miles distant. 

   Joseph Smith, the finer of the Mormon Bible, had come to Manchester a few year’s previous to Young’s leaving Vermont for 

Port Byron. The Bible was found in 1827 and the first Mormon meeting was held at Seneca  in 1830. Young was four years the 

senior of Smith and a bright and clean lived man, while Young was shiftless, none too intelligent and not over-honest. Certain it 

is that when Young legs Port Byron for Kirtland, O., where the Mormon church had been temporarily established, he 

immediately became all-powerful and was made an elder. 

   In 1832 Young left Port Byron and a short while afterwards turned up in Kirtland.  He was made an elder of the Mormon 

church and his power increased as the days went on, until the affairs of the church compelled them to leave Kirtland and move 

to Illinois. Here a charter was obtained and the power of the Mormons became stronger. It is a curious fact, which does not 

much to bear up the belief that it was Brigham Young who conceived the plan for the finding of the Bible in Manchester, and 

that he, unknown even to the majority of the Mormons, was the silent but powerful prime mover in the establishing of the 

Mormon religion, that the first city of the Mormons was named Nauvoo, after the street upon which Young lived in Port Byron. 

In 1844 Brigham Young became president of the Mormon church and his wealth increased until he died thirty years later he let 

$,2000,000, which was to be divided among his seventeen wives and fifty-six children. 

   When he left Port Byron, Young went away leaving several debts. Among them was a note for $40 to D. P. Smith and another 

board bill for $35. Some years later a son came and paid them all up, the note for $40 with interest amounting to almost $100. 

   The old house which Young built in 1829 still remains and the people of Port Byron are anxious to have it preserved.  For tis 

reason they have asked that it be used as a station at the junction of these two electric roads. Whether this be done or not has not 

as yet been decided.The picture is interesting because of the fact that it is the first that has ever been printed.  * 

 

*The Rochester, Syacuse & Eastern electric railroad built its own station in Port Byron which still stands at 157 Main Street. 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 


