FIFTY-FOURTH SESSION. - S0

Crap. 288. _
AN ACT to incorporatethe Village of Weedsport.
- Passed April 26, 1831,

The People of the State of New-Xork, represented in
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows :

$ 1. All that district of country, in the county of Cayuga Boundarics.
and town of Brutus, contained in the following boundaries, -
that is to say : Lot number sixty-five in said township, as laid
down by the surveyor-general in his map of the military tract,
so called, in the state, shall be hereafter known and distinguish-
ed by the name of the “ Village of Weedsport.” :

S 2. The inhabitants of said village shall be a corporation, Corporation
by the name of ¢ The Trustees of the Village of Weedsport,” “*“™*
and may sue and be sued, complain and defend in any court;
make and use a common seal, and alter it at pleasure ; take,
hold, purchase and convey such real and personal estate as the
purposes of the corporation may require ; but no purchase or
conveyance of real estate shall be made unless authorised by
vote of the electors at an annual meeting.

§ 8. There shall be an annual meeting at some proper place Anmust

in the said village, on the first Tuesday in June, and all icha- ™**""¢
bitants qualified to vote at town-meetings shall be qualified to

vote at all village mectings. All meotings shall be called by

a notice published for two weeks in all the public newspa-

pers published in said village ; but if there be no such vaper,

then by posting a notice in writing in three public places in

said village, for ten days, which notice shall designate the

time and place of the meeting. The first meeting shall be rirst meeting
called by a justice of the peace of the town of Brutus, and i °®
any justice of said town may preside at the same; and all
subsequent meetings shall be called by the trustees cf said vil-

lage, who shall preside thereat. The said inhabitants at their

annual meetings may elect by ballot, and by a plurality of

votes, five trustees, three assessors, one clerk, one treasurer

and one collector, all of whom shall be frecholders. All per-

sons elected or appointed to any office or place in said village

shall, within ten days after their election or appointment, and

before they commence the duties of their offices, give notice

in writing of their acceptance : those elected at the first annu-

al meeting, to the justice who shall preside thereat, to be by

him delivered to the clerk, and all others to the clerk of said

village ; and no oath of office shall be required. The said
inhabitants, at an annual meeting, may vote to raise by tax a

sum not exceeding five hundred dollars in any one year, and

shall specify the purposes for which it is intendyed and to which
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it shall be applied ; and may determine the compensation to be
allowed to any officer of said village. The presiding officers
at said meetings shall have the same powers as inspectors of
elections, and shall canvass the votes and declare the result.
The duration of all elective offices shall be one year; but the
treasurer and clerk shall continue in office until their succes-
sors have filed their acceptance.

S 4. Vacancies in the board of trustees, occurring in any
manner, shall be filled at a special meeting of the inhabitants,
called by the remaining trustees, and conducted in the same
manner as an annual meeting. Vacancies in all other offices
shall be filled by appointment by the trustees. All appoint-
ments shall be by warrant, signed by the trustees and under
their corporate seal. In case of a failure to elect trustees at
an annual meeting, or if from any cause there should be no
trustees, the treasurer and clerk shall call and preside at a
meeting for the election of trustees.

§ 5. Within ten days after their election the trustees shall
elect one of their number to be their president, and may desig-
nate any other member to preside at their meetings in his ab-
sence and supply his place, in case of a vacancy. They shall
have stated meetings as a board, and any trustee may call spe-
cial meetings by rotice to each and all. Complaints and pe-
titions shall be made and presented to the board. The said
trustees may make, enact and publish, repeal and amend by-
laws, police regulations and ordinances for cleaning off and
cleansing the streets, alleys, highways and public squares; and
for preventing the dangerous construction and condition of
chimneys, fire-places, stoves and stove-pipes, and for inspect-
ing the same ; for preventing fires and the use of fire-works
and fire-arms in the streets, and the deposit of ashes in unsafe
places; to compel the owners of houses, shops and stores to
have scuttles on the roofs; to prevent immoderate riding or
driving in said village ; to prevent, abate or remove nuisances;
to appoint twenty firemen to every engine at any time posses-
sed by the said village, and ten members of every hook and
ladder company ; to organize fire companies and hook and lad-
der companies, and to prescribe rules for their government,
and to regulate the time and manner of their exercise; to
provide engines ar.d all necessary apparatus for the extinguish-
ment of fires, and to require the inhabitants to provide and
keep fire-buckets ; to compel the inhabitants of said®vill
to aid in the extinguishment of fires, and to prescribe :ﬁ:
mode of operations; to protect property in case of fire; to
prevent the encumbering of streets and sidewalks, and to pro-
tect the same from encroachment or injury ; to protect trees
in said village ; to restrain the ruuning at large of cattle,
beasts and animals of ail kinds; to light the streets; for con-
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structing and preserving reservoirs, and regulating the use
thereof; to establish a pound ; to establish and regulate mar-
kets, and to restrain sales in the streets, and to enforce obser-
vance to all such by-laws, police regulations and ordinances
by a penalty not exceeding fifteen dollars, to be suedl for in the
corporate name, and recovered before any justice of the peace
in the county of Cayuga, in an action of debt, in which the,
pleadings shall be general, and this act and any proper special
_matter may be given in evidence, and no inhabitant of the
said village shall for that cause be disqualified from being a
justice, juror, witness or constable on the trial of any cause for
the recovery of any such penalty. All penalties shall be paid
to the treasurer for the use of the village; and the trustees
may remit penalties wholly or in part.

§ 6. The trustees may appoint a constable and poundmas- Constable &

ter, who shall hold their offices during their pleasure,
shall have the same powers and rights, and be charged with
the same duties and responsibilities as the same officers in
towns; but the constable shall not serve any process in ci-
vil suits out of the said village, except in favor of the said
village or against a person fleeing therefrom. The treasurer,
constable, ccllector and poundmaster shall give a bond with
such sureties and in such amount for the faithful performance
of the duties of their offices as the trustees shall require, and
may be prosecuted in the corporate name thereupon for any
violation of the condition thereof.

an d poundmastey

§ 6. The assessors shall make all assessments for taxes as Assessment.

soon as may be after every annual meeting at which a tax
shall be voted, and the trustees may prescribe a time within
which they shall complete it, by a resolution, a copy of which
shall be served upon each assessor by the clerk. In making
assessments they shall proceed in the same manner, give the
like notice and have the same power to make corrections as
assessors in towns. When they shall have completed an as-
sessment they shall deliver one corrected copy of the assess-
ment roll to the clerk and andther to the treasurer.” A copy of
the assessment roll, certified by the clerk, with the warrant
under the corporate seal and signed by the trustees, shall be
delivered to the collector, commanding him within a time to
be specified therein, to collect of each individual named in the
assessment roll the amount of the tax assessed to each respec-
tively, and to pay the same to the treasurer ; and for the pur-
pose of such collection, the collector shall have the same pow-
ers and be subject to the same liabilities as collectors in towns,
and may collect for his fees five per cent upon and in addition
to the amount specified in his warrant. The trustees may en-
large the time of collection in case of necessity. All assess-

ments for the general purposes of the village shall be made up-
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on the taxable real and personal property in said village, as
near as may be according to the last corrected assessment roll
of the town of Brutus. All assessments for local improve-
ments shall he made upon the property of those deemed to be
benefitted " thereby, in proportion to their respective benefits.
The trustees shall determine who are to be assessed, and fur-

nish the assessors with a list containing the names of all such

persons and the amount to be assessed, and the assessors shall
then make the assessment upon those only. No inhabitant of
said village shall vote on a question of taxation unless he be
liable to be assessed for the payment of a tax for the general
purpose of said village.

§ 8. All assessments for taxes upon real estate shall be
against the owner and occupant, and may be collected of either,
and if paid By the occupant may be recovered by him in an
action against the owner for money paid at his request. Taxes
against non-resident owners of land may be collected in the
ordinary way, or by suitin the corporate name. A certificate,
under the corporate seal, signed by the president and clerk,
specifying the amount of tax, the lots or lands upon which it
was assessed, when the assessment was made, and the name
of the person assessed, shall be evidence in any such suit.
Interest and costs shall be allowed in all sach cases.

§ 9. All penalties for the violation of any ordinance, re-
straining cattle, beasts and animals from running at large, shall
be collected by suit and not by impounding and sale. All
cattle, beasts and animals may be impounded for such violation,
and sold for non-payment of the fees of the poundmaster in
the same manner and upon the like notice as is required in
the case of strays. The surplus of any such sales, deducting
the fees of the poundmaster, shall be paid within ten days
thereafter, to the treasurer of the village for the owner, if
claimed within three months, if not, for the benefit of the vil-
lage.

§ 10. The trustees may restrain all exhibitions of any natu-
ral or artificial curiosities, caravans of animals, theatrical or
other shows or exhibitions, or performances for money in said
village.

S 11. 'The treasurer shall receive all moneys belonging to
the village, and keep an account of all receipts and expendi- -
tures in such manner as the said trustees shall divect, and sub-
ject at all times to their inspection. All moneys shall be drawn
from the treasurer by warrants under the corporate seal, signed
by the trustees and countersigned by the clerk, who shall keep
a copy thereof, which warrants shall specify for what purpose
the amount specified therein is to be paid. He shall exhibit
at every annual meeting a full account of all receipts and ex-
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penditures of the preceding year, and of the state of the treasu-
ry, which amount shall be filed in the office of the clerk.

§ 12. The clerk shall keep the corporate seal and all the cierk.
papers belonging to said village, and make a record of all the
proceedings of the inhabitants at their meetings, and of the
trustees, whose meetings it shall be his duty to attend.

§ 13. Tle trustees shall be fire wardens, and shall have the Firewardens.
charge of all the engines belonging to said village, and all other
apparatus for the extinguishment of fires, and all other village
property ; they shall appoint the officers of the fire and hook
and ladder companies. The firemen and hook and ladder men
shall be exempt from service on juries in courts of record, and
in the militia, except in case of war, invasion or insurrection.

The evidence to enable them to the exemption shall be a war-
rant under the corporate seal, signed by the trustees and clerk
within the year in which the exemption is claimed.

§ 14. The said village of Weedsport shall be a road district, road disteict
and shall be exempt from the superintendence of the commis-
sioners of highways of the town of Brutus. And the trustees
of the said village shall be commissioners of highways, and shall
have the same powers and be charged with the same duties
over the roads in the said village as commissioners of highways
in towns have or possess; they may divide the said village into
districts, and appoint an overseer in each, who shall hold his
place during their pleasure, and all such overseers shall have
the same powers and liabilities as overseers of highways in
towns. The said trustees may cause such portion of work to
be laid out and in such places on the highways leading into the
said village as the inhabitants of said village at an annual
meeting may direct and designate. 'The overseers shall make
their return to the trustees.

§ 5. 1f any person having been an officer in said village penany.

shall not, within ten days after notification and request, deliver
to his successor in office all the property and effects of every
description in his possession belonging to the said village, or
appertaining to the office he held, he shall forfeit and pay one
hundred dollars, besides all damages caused by his neglect or
refusal so to deliver, to be recovered in the corporate name for
the use of the village, in any court having cognizance of such
actions. All suits in behalf of said village shall be ordered
and conducted by the trustees.

§ 16. All the property now possessed or owned by -the property of
village of Weedsport, real and personal, of every description, ® v!i&*
and however acquired, shall be the property of the said village
as a corporation under this act; and the trustees of said vil-
lage, to be elected by virtue of this act, shall have the posses-

46
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sion, control and charge thereof for the use and benefit of the
said village. . '
Stees,ronds ) 17. The said trustees, upon the petition or consent in
hawiele  writing of a majority of the persons liable to be assessed there-
Widout.  for may lay out, make and open streets, roads, alleys or high-
ways in said village: but no building shall be removed without
the consent of the owner, and shall in all such cases cause the
same to be accurately surveyed, described and recorded in a
book to be kept by the clerk of the said village, and the same
when opened and made shall be public highways. And the
said trustees may, upon like petition on consent, cause to be
made or repaired, side walks and cross walks in said village.
But all persons liable to be assessed for side walks shall have
the opportunity to construct them in front of their own lots,
but if not dofie in the manner, of the materials, and within the
time prescribed by the trustees, they may cause them to be
constructed, and assess the expense upon the owners. All
- assessments for the laying out, opening and making streets,
alleys, roads or highways, or constructing or repairing cross
walks and side walks, and for all other local improvements,
shall be made only upon the property of those who are deemed
to be benefitted, and shall be 1n proportion to their respective
benefits. The trustees shall determine who are to be assessed,
and shall furnish to the assessors a list containing the names
of all such persons and of the amount to be assessed ; and the
assessors shall then, and within the time specified by the trus-
tees, make the assessment upon such persons only, and in pro-
portion as they shall deem each to be benefitted by the particu-
lar improvement for which the assessment is made. When
the assessment is made they shall give the like notice and have
the same power to make corrections as in the case of assessment
of taxes. They shall deliver a corrected copy of the assess-
ment roll to the clerk of the village for the trustees. Any
person assessed may appeal within six days after the delivery
of the assessment roll to the clerk, to the trustees for the
correction of the assessment. The appeal shall be in writing,
and delivered to the clerk or president of the board. In case
of appeal, the trustees shall appoint a time within ten days
thereafter for the hearing of those who are interested, and shall
cause a notice to be posted for five days in some convenient
public place, designating the time and place and object of hear-
ing, and they shall alter the proportions in such assessment if
they are satisfied that injustice has been done by the assessors.
Damages in case of laying out, opening and making any new
street, alley, road or highway in said village, shall be deter-
mined in the same manuer as in case of roads and highways
in towns, and the trustees shall have the same power as com-
missioners of highways to make agrecments. Application for
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assessments may be made to the justices for the trustees, or
by any person claiming damage, and the jury may be taken
from the village or from without, as the justices shall deem fit
and expedient. The verdict of the jury shall be returned to
the trustees, and they shall have the same powers to increase
or reduce the damages as the board of supervisors in the case
of highways in towns. When the damages shall be liquidated
they shall form a part of the amount to be assessed by the asses-
sors as herein before described. If the first assessment proves
insufficient, the trustees may cause another to be made in the
same manner; and if too large an amount shall at any time be
raised, the excess shall be refunded rateably to those by whom
it was paid. All assessments for improvements authorised by
this section shall be made upon the real estate and collected
of the owner thereof only. The collections may be made by
the collector in the same manner as taxes are by this act di-
rected to be collected, and with like authority, or by suit in the
corporate name, with interest and costs. The assessment roll,
filed in the office of the clerk, shall be evidence on the part of
the corporation. A corrected copy of the assessment roll shall
in all cases authorised by this section, be filed in the office of
the clerk of the village, and the assessments shall remain a lien
on the premises described therein respectively for one year
only. In case of non-payment the said premises may be sold
at any time within the year, and after the expiration of nine
months from the filing of the assessment roll. Before any such
sale, an order shall be made by the trustees, which shall be
entered at large in the records of the village kept by the clerk,
directing the collector to sell, and particularly describing the
premises to be sold, and the assessment for which the sale is to
be made, a copy of which order shall be delivered to the col-
lector. The collector shall then advertise the premises to be
sold, for six weeks, in the manner required in the case of
mortgage sales, and the sale shall be conducted in the same
manner. The proceedings may be stopped at any time by the
owner, by paying to the collector the amount of the assessment,
interest and expenses of advertising. All sales in such cases
shall be made for the shortest period for which any person will
take the premises and pay the assessment, interest and expenses.
Affidavits of the advertisement and sale shall be made as requi-
red in the case of mortgage sales, and filed in the office of the clerk
of the village ; and the affidavit of sale shall state precisely the a-
mount of the assessment, interest and expenses for which the sale
was made. 'The collector may include five per cent upon the
amount of the assessment and no more, in the expenses for his
fees as in case of actual collection. The right of redemption
in all cases of such sales, in the same manner and to the same
extent, shall exist to the owner and his creditors, as is allowed
by law in the case of sales of real estate by virtue of execution.
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The money, in case of redemption, may be paid to the pur-
chaser, or for him to the clerk of the village. In case of no
redemption, the trustees of the village, at any time after the
expiration of fifteen months from the day of sale, shall make
to the purchaser, or his legal representatives, a declaration in
writing, under the corporate seal, signed by the trustees, con-
taining a description of the premises, the fact of assessment,
advertisement and sale, and the period for which the premises
were sold, which declaration shall be evidence of a right to
the use and occupancy of the premises for the said period from
the day of sale. ~All buildings put on the premises in the ex-
ercise of such right of occupancy, during the period, may be.
removed at the expiration thereof. Any person interested
may appeal from any order of the trustees for laying out, open-
ing or making any street, alley, road or highway, to the court
of common pleas of the county of Cayuga, by notice in writing,
delivered to the clerk of the village, or one of the trustees,
within ten days after the filing of the survey and description
thereof in the office of the clerk. 'The only ground of appeal
shall be the want of conformity in the proceedings of the trus-
tees to the provisions of this act.  The propriety or utility of
the street, alley, road or highway, or the correctness of the
assessment of damages or taxes, shzll not constitute a ground
of appeal. In case of appeal, the trustees shall make return
within ten days after notice thereof, and the court of common

leas shall, at the term next after the return which shall be
filed in the office of the clerk of the county, proceed to hear
and determine the appeal, and shall confirm or annul the pro-
ceedings of the trustees.

§ 18. The legislature may at any time alter, modify or
repeal this act.
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